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The Rev. Mr. Blaiz’s Account of the Revival of Re rh viem 
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N fome Time many of the carvinced and diffre Jed afford + 
ed very hopeful fatufying Evidence that the Loan had 
brought them to a trucClofure with JesusCuatsr jan! 
that their Dultrefles and Fears had been in a great Mca 

fare removed in a tight Gofpel- Way, by believing in the Sow 
of Gop. Several of them had very remarkable ang (weer!) 
liverances thisWay. kt was very agreable t> hear thew A-- 
counts how that when they were in the deepelt Perpleaty 
and Darknefs, Drttrefs and Difficulty, feeking God a» p 
condemned Hell-deferving Sinners, the Beene of Recovers 
Grace thro” a Redeemer has been opened to their Under {hand 
ings with a furpriz:ng Beauty and Glory, fo that they were 
enabled to believe inCHat rT withJoy unfpeakable and full ct 
Glory. It appeared that me? geveralh the Holy Spout im 
proved for thas Purpofe, and made ufe of jume one periicwisr 
Pa/fJage ot other of the Hey Scripture that came to their R 
membrance in their Diftrels: fome Geise- Odor of Prom 


ot fome Declaration of Geod weetly referring to theRecov-ry 


” 


and Salvation of und one Sinners by the Neaw-Cornass. Bat 
with fome it was ocherwi'c . they had mot any ome part 
Place of Seripture more than amother in ther View a 
Time. Thofe who met wth loch a remarksbdic B 

ther Account of st was retremad and (oritiere/, . thes 
poar’dé to have had at the Tine, the Ariendants acu Fr wat 


a tree Farth . particularly, Alea dey, Lowe, and am efi ction! s 
Regard e@ the IWiil and Hosea of Gon - Much of the: Bcer 
cule was in icll-abaling and felf-loathiog , amd ademmring the 
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aftonifhing Condefcention and Grace of Gon towards fuch 
vile and defpicable Creatures, that had been fo full of Enmity 
and Dif-affegtion to him: they frecly and fweetly with aj] 
their Hearts‘chofe the Way of his Commandments ; their 
enflamed Defire was to live to him for ever according to 
his Will; and to the Glory of his Name. 

There ,were_ others that had not had fuch remarkable Re- 
lief and Comfort, who yet I cou’d not but think were faving. 
lyv renewed, “and brought truly to accept of and reft upon 
JesusCuRisT, tho’ not with fuch aDegree of Livelinefs and 
LibertysStrength and Joy : and fome of thofe continued for 
a confiderable Time after, for the moft Part, under a ver 
diftrefling Sufpicion and Jealoufy of their Cafe. I was all a 
long:very cautious of expreffing toPeople my Judgment of the 
Goodnelfs of their States, excepting where | had pretty clear 
Evidences from them of their being favingly changed ; and 
yet they continued in deep Diftrefs, cafting off all their Evi- 
dences : fometimes in fuch Cafes, I have thought it needful 
to ufe greaterFreedom that Way than ordinary ; but other wife, 
] judged that it cou’d be of littleUfe, & might eafily be hurtful. 

Befide thofe above fpoke of, whofe Experience of a Work 
of Grace was in a good Degree clear and fatisfying,there were 
fome others (tho’ but very few in this Congregation that I knew 
of) who, having very little Knowledge or Capacity, had a 
very obfcure and improper Way of reprefenting their Cafe in 
relating how they had been exercifed : they would chiefly fpeak 
of fuch Things as were only the Effeé?s of their Soul Ewerci/e 
upon their Bodies from Time to Time, and fome Things that 
were purely imaginary : which obliged me to be at muchPains 
in my Enquiries before I could get any juft Ideas of theirCate. 
I would afk them, What were the Thoughts, the Views and 
Apprehenfions of theirMinds, and Exercife of theirA ffeétions, 
(at fuch Times when they felt, perhaps, a Quivering come 
over them, as they had been faying, or a Faintnefs, or tho’t 
they faw their Hearts full of fome naufeous Filthinefs ; or 

when they felt a heavy Weight or Load at their Hearts, or 
felt the Weight again taken off and a pleafant Warmnefs 
rifing from their Hearts, as they would probably exprefs 
themfelves,) which might be the Occafions or Caufes of thefe 
Things they fpoke of : and then, when with fome Difficulty 
I could get them to underftand me, fome of them wou’d give 
a pretty rational Account of folemn and /piritual Exercifes: and 


a 








ar 


vi- 


ef 
“fs 
fe 
ty 
ve 
nd 


" Aree 
Pirie pee AS 








New-Londonderry in Pennfylvania. 25% 


) 


a thorough careful Examination this Way, I could not but 
conceive good Hopes of fome fuch Perfons. 

But there were moreover feveral others, who feem’d to 
think concerning themfelves that they were under fome good 
Work, of whom, yet, I could have no reafonable Ground to 
think that they were under any hopeful Work of the Spirit of 
God. As near as I cou’d judge of theirCafe from al} my Ac- 
quaintance and Converfation with them, it was much to this 
Purpofe : They believed there was a good Work going on ; 
that People were convinced,and bro’t into a convertedState ; 
andthey defired to be converted too : They faw others weep- 
ing and fainting, and heard People mourning and lamenting, 
and they thought if they could be like thefe it would be very 
hopeful with them; hence, they endeavoured juff to get 
themfelves affected by Sermons, and if they could come to 
Weeping, or get their Paffions fo raifed as to incline them to 
vent themfelves by Cries, now they hoped they were got 
under Convictions, and were in a very hopeful Way ; and 
afterwards, they would fpeak of their being in ‘Trouble, 
and aim at complaining of themfelves, but feem’d as if they 
knew not well howto do it, nor what to fay againft them- 
felves ; and then they would be looking and expe€ting to get 
fome Texts of Scripture applyed to them for their Comfort 5 
and when any Scripture Text which they tho’t was fuitable 
for that Purpofe came to their Minds, they were in Hopes it 
was brought to them by theSpirit of God that they might take 
Comfort from it. And thus,much in fuch aWay as this,fome 
appear’d to be pleafing themfelves jutt with an imaginary Con- 
verfion of their ownMaking. I endeavoured to correct and 
guard againft all /uch Miffakes fo far as I difcovered them, in 
the Courfe of my Miniftry ; and to open up the Nature of a 
true Conviction by theSpirit of God,and of a faving Conver,/on. 

Thus I have given avery brief Account of the State an! 
Progrefs of Religion here through that fir Summer atter th: 
remarkableRevival of it among us. Towards the End of tbat 
Summer there feem’d to be aStop put to the farthe: Progre/s oi 
the Work as to the Conviétion and 4wakening of Sinners 5 and 
ever fince there have been very few Inftances of Perlons can- 
vinced. It remains then, that I fpeak fomething of the adz- 
ing Effeéis and after Fruits of thofe Awakenings and othes 
religious xercifes whichPeople were under during the above- 
mentioned Period. Such as were only under fome fight /m: 
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preffions and fuperficial Awakenings, feem in general to have 
loft them all again without any abiding hopeful Alteration 
upon them : they feem to have fallen back again into their 
former Carelefnefs and Stupidity and fome that were under 
pretty great Awakenings, and confiderably deep Conviétions 
their miferableState,feem alfo to have gotPeace again to their 
Confciences without getting it by atrue Faith in the Lory 
Jesus ; affording no fatisfy ing Evidenceof their being favingly 
renewed. But,through the infinite rich Grace of Gon (and 
blefled be his glorious Name !) there is a confiderable Num- 
ber who afford all the Evidence that can be reafonably ex. 
pected and requir’d for our Satisfaction in the Cafe, of their 
having been the Subjects of a thorough /aving Change: (Ex. 
cept in fome fingular Inftances of Behaviour, alas for them, 
which proceed from, and fhew the fad Remains of original 
Corruption even in the regenerate Children of God while ia 
this imperfectState :) Their Walk is habitually tender and con{ci- 
encious, their Carriage towards their Neighbours juf? and kind, 
and they appear to have an agreable peculiar Love one for a- 
nother ; and for all in whom appears the Image of God, 
Their Difcourfes of Religion, their Engagedne/s and Difpoli- 
tions of Soul in the Praéfice of the immediate Duties and Or- 
dinances of Religion, all appear quite otherwife than formerly, 
Indeed, the Livelinefs of their AffeCtions in the Ways of Re- 
ligion is much abated in general, and they are in fome Mea- 
fure humbly fenfible of this, and grieved for it, and are care- 
fully endeavouring ftill to live unto God ; muchgrieved with 
their Imperfections and the Plagues they find in their own 
Hearts ; and frequently they meet with fome delightful En- 
livenings of Soul ; and particularly our /acramental Solemnities 
for communicating in the Lord’s Supper have generally been 
very blefled Seafons of Enlivening and Enlargement to the 
People of Gop. There is a very evident and great Increafe of 
Chriftian Knowledge with many of them. We enjoy in this 
Congregation the Happinefs of a great Degree of Harmony 
and Concord ; fcarcely any have appear’d with open Oppo- 
fition and Bitternefs againft the Work of Gop among us and 
elfe where up and down the Land: tho’ there are a pretty 
many fuch in feveral other Places thro’ the Country : fome 
indeed, in this Congregation, but very few, have feparated 
from us and joined with the Minifters who have unhappily 
oppofed this blefled Work. 
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It would have been a great Advantage to this Account 
had I been careful in Time to have written down the Expe- 
riences of particular Perfons ; but this I negle&ted in the pro- 
per Seafon. However, [have more lately noted down an 
Account of fome of the Soul Exercifes and Experiences of 
one Perfon, which I think may be proper to make public on 
this Occafion. ‘The Perfon isa fingle young Woman, but I 
judge it proper to conceal her Name becaufe fhe is yet living. 
I was very careful to be exact in the Affair, both in my con- 
verfing with her, and writing the Account fhe gave me of 
herfelf, immediately after. And tho’ I don’t pretend to give 
her very Words for the moft Part, yet I am well fatisfied I 
don’t mifreprefent what fhe related. The Account then is 
thus ; fhe was firft brought to fome folemn_ Thoughtfulneis 
and Concern about her Soul’s Cafe, by feeing others fo much 
concern’d about their Souls : when fhe faw People in deep 
Diftrefs about the State of their Souls, fhe tho’t with herfelf, 
how unconcern’d fhe was about her own. And tho’ fhe 
tho’t that fhe had not been very guilty of great Sins, yet fhe 
fear’d fhe was too little concern’d about her eternal Well-be- 
ing : and then the Sermons fhe heard made her ftill uneafy a- 
bout her Cafe ; fo that. fhe wou’d go home on the Sabbath- 
Evenings pretty much troubled and caft down 5 which Con- 
cern us’d to abide with her for a few Days after, but ftill to- 
wards the End of the Week the would become pretty eafy ; 
andthen, by hearing the Word on the Sabbath Days, her 
Uneafinefs was always renewed for a few Days again. And 
thus it fared with her ’till one Day as fhe was hearing 2 
Sermon preach’d from Heb. 3. 15. To Day if you will bear 
bis Voice, barden not your Hearts ; the Minifter in the Sermon 
{poke to this Effect, ** How many of you have been hearing 
‘© the Gofpel for a long Time, and yet your Hearts remain 
‘¢ always hard, without being made better by it: The Gof- 
‘© pel is the Voice of GOD, but you have heard it only as the 
‘¢ Voice of Man and not the Voice of God, and fo have not 
‘* been benefited by it.”” Thefe Words came with Power 
to her Heart. She faw that this was her very Cafe ; 
and fhe had an awful Senfe of the Sin of herMif-improvement 
of the Gofpel, of her Stupidity, Hardnefs and Unprofitable- 
nefs under hearing of the Word of Gop : fhe faw that the 
was hereby expofed to the Sin-punifhing Juftice of Gop, and 
fo was fill’d with very great Fear and Tersor: but fhe faid 
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there:was no'other Sin at thatTime applied to herConfcience, 
neither did the fee herfelf as altogether without Curtis. 

This deep» Concern on the fore-mentioned Account ftuck 
pretty Clofe by her'afterwards. There was a Society of pri- 
vate Chriftians to meet in the Neighbourhood fome Day after 
in the fame Week, for Reading, Prayer and religious Confer- 
ence: fhe had not been.at a Society of that Kind before, but 
fhe Jong’d very much for theTime of theirMeeting then, that 
fhe might go there : and while fhe was there fhe got an awful 
View of ber Sin and Corruption,and faw that fhe was without 
CuristT and without Grace ; and her Exercife and Difirefs 
of Soul was fuch that it made her for a while both Deaf and 
Blind ; but fhe faid fhe had the ordinary Ufe of herUnderftand- 
ing, and begg’d that CurisT might not leave her to perith; 
for fhe faw fhe was undone without him. After this fhe liv’d 
in Bitternefs of Soul: and at another -Time fhe had fuch a 
View of ber Sinfulnefs, of the Holine/s and ‘Ffuffice of Gon, 
and the Danger the was in of eternal Mifery, as fill’d her with 
extremeAnguith ; fo that had it not been that fhe was fuppor- 
ted by an Apprehenfion of Gon’s All-fufficiency, fhe told me 
fhe was perfwaded the fhould have fallen immediately into 
Defpair.. She continued for fome Weeks in great Diftrefs of 
Spirit, feeking and pleading for Mercy without any Com- 
fort ; until one Sabbath- Evening, in a Houfe where fhe was 
lodged during the Time of a Sacramental Solemnity, while 
the Family were finging the 84th P/falm, her Soul conceiv’d 
ftrong Hopes of Reconciliation with Gop thro’ Jrsus 
CuristT, and fhe had fuch Apprehenfions of the Happiness 
of the heavehly State, that -her Heart was fill’d with Joy 
unfpeakable and full of Glory ; fhe fung with fuchElevation 
of Soul, as if fhe had fung out of her felf, as the exprefs’d it ; 
fhe tho’t at the Time, it was as if the Lorn had put by the 
Veil and fhewed her'*the open Gloty of Heaven: fhe had 
very enlarged Views of the Sufficiency of CHinistT to fave: 
fhe was Clearly perfwaded to the fulleft Satisfaétion,that there 
was snerit enough in"him'to anfwer for the Sins of the moft 
guilty Sinner ; dnd the faw that Gop could well be recon- 
cil’d to all ele& Sinners in H1s Son ; which was a moft ra- 
vifhing delightful-Scene. of Contemplation to her. 

But while fhe was in this Frame, after fome Time fhe 
tho’t with herfelf, that notwithftanding all this, yet fhe 
could not with the /ull Affurance of Faith lay — the 
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pot fay with fuch, full Satisfaction and@ertainty as the defiredy 
that he would:be a Saviour in particular to her ; and hence, 
for want of thoro’ly underftanding wherein the very, £ fence 
of a faving. Faith coniitts, fhe had fome jealous Fear that the 
was not yet brought truly to believe in Curist. However, 
fhe was pretty free from her formes Terrors after, this fweet- 
Interview. But after fomeTime,fhe grew more difconfolate, 
and more fenfibly afraid of her State on the forementioned 
Account : fhe heard that Sinners in clofing with Curist by 
Faith received him for theirSaviour, which fhe tho’t included 
in it a Perfwafion that he was their’s in particular, and fhe 
could not clearly fay that this had ever been herCafe ; and fo 
fhe came awfully to fufpect herfelf to be as yetanUnbeliever ; 
and tho’ fhe came in Time to that {weet Plerophory and full 
Affurance of Faith ; yet fhe has fice feen her Miftake in 
that Matter about the Nature of a true and faving Faith. 
She continued very much under thofe grievous Dejeétions 
for about two Years, and yet enjoyed confiderable Sweetnefs 
and Comfort at Times : fhe often came to hearSermons with 
a Defire to get clearly convinced of her being yet in aChrift- 
lefS State, and with a formed Refolution to take‘and apply 
toher felf what might be faid in the Sermon to the Uncon- 
verted ; but moft commonly fhe return’d very agreably dif- 
appointed ; fhe would generally hear fome AZark of Grace, 
fome Evidence of ‘a real Chriftian laid down, which the 
cou’d lay claim to, and cou’d not deny ; and thus fhe was, 
fupported and comforted from Time to Time. During that 
two Years Space it was ftill with much Fear and Perplexity 
that fhe adventured to communicate in the Lord’s Supper ; 
but fhe could not omit it ; and fhe always found fome Re- 
frefhing and Sweetnefs by that Ordinance. 

After the had been fo long under an almoft alternate Suc- 
ceflion of Troubles and Supports, the Sun of Righteoufne/s 
at laft broke out upon her 'to the clear Satisfaction and un- 
fpeakable Ravifhment of her Soul, at a Communion Table. 
There her Mind was let into the glorious Myfteries of Re- 
demption with great Enlargement ; while fhe meditated oa 
the Sufferings of the Lorp Jesus, fhe tho’t with her felf 
he was not juft a Man who fuffered fo for Sinners, but infi- 
nitely more than a Man, even the moft high Gop, the eter- 
nal Son equal with the FATHER: and fhe faw his being 


Gop 


Lorp Jesvs.as her own Sawgur.in perticular ; fhe. could, 
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Gop put an infinite Luftre and Value upon his Sufferings a¢ 
Man ; her Heart was fill’d with a moft unutterable Adaira- 
tion of his Perfon, his Merit, and his Love: fhe was ena- 
bled to believe in him with a ftrong felf-evidencing Faith ; 
fhe believ’d that he had fuffered for her Sins ; that fhe 
was the very Perfon who by her Sins had occafioned hisSuffer- 
ings, and brought Agony and Pain upon him : The Confice- 
ration of this fill’d her with the deepeft Abhorrence of her 
Sins, and moft bitter Grief for them ; the faid the could 
have defir’d with all her Heart to have melted and diffolv’d 
her Body quite away in that very Place, in Lamentation and 
Mourning over her Sins. After this Enjoyment her Sou! 
was generally delighting inGop, and fhe had much of the 
Light of his Countenance with her: And O, her great 
Concern fill was, sew foe might live to tHE Lorn, 
how fhe might da any Thing for bim, and give Honour te bim : 
TheLorp condefcended to be much with her by his enliven- 
ing and comforting Prefence, and efpecially Sacramental Sca- 


fms were bleffed and precious Seafons fo her. At one of 


thofe Occafions, fhe was in a fweet Frame meditating on the 
Blood and Water that iffued ftom the Wound made by the 
Spear in her Sa vioUR’s Side: fhe tho’t, as Water is of a 
purifying cleanfing Nature, fo there was fanétifying Vir- 
tue as well as juftifying Merit in the Lorn Jesus ; and that 
fhe could no more be without the Water, his fan&ifying 
Grace, to cléanfe her very polluted Soul, than the could be 
without his Blood to do away her Guilt : and her Heart was 
much taken up with the Beauty and Excellency of Sanéification. 
At another Time, a Communion Solemnity likewife, the was 
very full of Delight and Wonder with the Thot’s of eleing 
Love ; how that Gop had provided and determin’d fo great 
Things for her before ever fhe hada Being. And a very 
memorable Enjoyment fhe had at another Time, on Monday 
after a Communion Sabbath, when thefe Words came to her 
ind, The Spirit and the Bride fay come, and let him that is a- 
thir? come, and wheforver will let bim take the Water of Life 
freely. "The Glory and Delight let in upon her Soul by thefe 
Words was fo great, that it quite overcame her bodily Frame : 
fhe faid it feem’d to her that fhe was almoft all Spirit and that 
the Body was quite laid by ; and fhe was fometimes in Hopes 
that the Union would a€tually break, and the Soul get quite 2- 
way. She faw much at that Time into the meaning of herLorD 
in thole Words, Becau/e I live ye fall live alje. 
(Ye be fimifoed in our next.) ' 








